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There is a special set of -CA verbs in Russian, which are conjugated in the same way as other verbs, but
have the -CA/-Cb particle appeared at the end (after a vowel the particle -CA takes the form -Cb):

YMBbIBATbCA (to wash (hands and face):

A —ymbiBalOcb

Tbl — ymbiBaELLIbcAa
OH(a) — ymbiBaETca
Mbl — ymbiBaEMca
Bbl — ymbiBaETEch
OHun — ymbiBalOTca

All these verbs are never followed by an Accusative case noun or pronoun without preposition.

THE MAIN MEANINGS OF —CA VERBS:

1. Reflexive meaning
the object of an action is the subject itself (the subject does something to itself)

oneBaTbcsa (to dress), pasgesaTbea (to undress), 6putbes (to shave), oTkpbiBaThea (to open),
3aKpbiBaThcA (to close), HauMHaTbeA (to start), 3akaHumBaThea (to end)

2. Reciprocal meaning
the action takes place between two or more people

3HaKkomMuTbCA (to get acquainted) , BcTpedaTbes (to meet), uenosaTbesa (to kiss), pacctaBatbea (to
part), obHumaTbCca (to embrace), coBeToBaTbeA (to consult), ccopuTbea (to quarrel), mupuTbes (to
make peace), norosapusatbcsa (to agree)

3. Impersonal verbs
denoting condition that doesn’t depend on any person
MHe xouetca (I want; | would like), mHe HpasuTcs (I like), mHe He cnuTca (I can’t sleep)

4. Imperfective verbs with passive meaning

nom ctpouTcs paboummu (the house is built by workers), Bonpoc obcyxaaeTtca meHegxkepamu (the
question is discussed by managers)

5. Verbs that are never used without —CA:

HageATbea (to hope), octaBaTtbes (to stay), 6osaTbea (to be afraid), ropanTbea (to be proud),
cmenaTbea (to laugh), yabibaTtbes (to smile), ctaHoBUTbCA (to become), ctapaTtbes (to try).



